Vascular endothelial growth factor in patients with high-altitude pulmonary edema.
To examine the role of VEGF in the pathogenesis of high-altitude pulmonary edema (HAPE), we measured the concentrations of VEGF in venous serum and bronchoalveolar lavage fluid in patients with HAPE and in healthy volunteers. The VEGF in venous serum of the patients was normal at admission and significantly increased at recovery. Similarly, the VEGF in bronchoalveolar lavage fluid of the patients was increased at recovery compared with admission, but values at both admission and recovery were significantly lower than those of the controls. The present finding suggests that VEGF probably is destroyed in the lung of HAPE, and it appears less likely to have a critical part in the pathogenesis of HAPE but has rather an important role in the repair process for the impaired cell layer.